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It was the schooner Hesperus, 
      That sailed the wintry sea; 
And the skipper had taken his little daughtèr, 
      To bear him company. 

Blue were her eyes as the fairy-flax, 
      Her cheeks like the dawn of  day, 
And her bosom white as the hawthorn buds, 
      That ope in the month of  May. 

The skipper he stood beside the helm, 
      His pipe was in his mouth, 
And he watched how the veering flaw did blow 
      The smoke now West, now South. 

Then up and spake an old Sailòr, 
      Had sailed to the Spanish Main, 
“I pray thee, put into yonder port, 
      For I fear a hurricane. 

“Last night, the moon had a golden ring, 
      And to-night no moon we see!” 
The skipper, he blew a whiff  from his pipe, 
      And a scornful laugh laughed he. 

Colder and louder blew the wind, 
      A gale from the Northeast, 
The snow fell hissing in the brine, 
      And the billows frothed like yeast. 

Down came the storm, and smote amain 
      The vessel in its strength; 
She shuddered and paused, like a frighted steed, 
      Then leaped her cable’s length. 

“Come hither! come hither! my little daughtèr, 
      And do not tremble so; 
For I can weather the roughest gale 
      That ever wind did blow.”

He wrapped her warm in his seaman’s coat 
      Against the stinging blast; 
He cut a rope from a broken spar, 
      And bound her to the mast. 

“O father! I hear the church-bells ring, 
      Oh say, what may it be?” 
“’T is a fog-bell on a rock-bound coast!” — 
      And he steered for the open sea. 

“O father! I hear the sound of  guns, 
      Oh say, what may it be?” 
“Some ship in distress, that cannot live 
      In such an angry sea!” 

“O father! I see a gleaming light, 
      Oh say, what may it be?” 
But the father answered never a word, 
      A frozen corpse was he. 

Lashed to the helm, all stiff  and stark, 
      With his face turned to the skies, 
The lantern gleamed through the gleaming snow 
      On his fixed and glassy eyes. 

Then the maiden clasped her hands and prayed 
      That savèd she might be; 
And she thought of  Christ, who stilled the wave 
      On the Lake of  Galilee. 

And fast through the midnight dark and drear, 
      Through the whistling sleet and snow, 
Like a sheeted ghost, the vessel swept 
      Tow’rds the reef  of  Norman’s Woe. 

And ever the fitful gusts between 
      A sound came from the land; 
It was the sound of  the trampling surf  
      On the rocks and the hard sea-sand. 

The breakers were right beneath her bows, 
      She drifted a dreary wreck, 
And a whooping billow swept the crew 
      Like icicles from her deck. 

She struck where the white and fleecy waves 
      Looked soft as carded wool, 
But the cruel rocks, they gored her side 
      Like the horns of  an angry bull. 

Her rattling shrouds, all sheathed in ice, 
      With the masts went by the board; 
Like a vessel of  glass, she stove and sank, 
      Ho! ho! the breakers roared! 

At daybreak, on the bleak sea-beach, 
      A fisherman stood aghast, 
To see the form of  a maiden fair, 
      Lashed close to a drifting mast. 

The salt sea was frozen on her breast, 
      The salt tears in her eyes; 
And he saw her hair, like the brown sea-weed, 
      On the billows fall and rise. 

Such was the wreck of  the Hesperus, 
      In the midnight and the snow! 
Christ save us all from a death like this, 
      On the reef  of  Norman’s Woe!

Wreck of  the Hesperus
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Growth

The soil in the area of  Cape 

Ann was not particularly fertile, 

so the settlers were unable 

to farm as intensely as they 

planned, however, they were 

able to pasture livestock, grow 

corn, and plant gardens. The 

nitrogen rich rockweed that 

grows on the shores was used 

to enrich the elements in the 

soil. Small scale farming in New 

England provided food and a 

small economy for the colonists, 

but it could not sustain large 

scale farming to support the 

growing population of  settlers 

from the Great Migration.
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Gather

The soil and natural climate of  

the area cultivated the growth 

of  berries, which provided a 

substantial portion of  fresh 

and preserved fruit to the diet 

of  the settlers and the natives. 

Blueberries, blackberries, 

beach plums, elderberries, and 

bayberries grew in the area and 

played an important role in 

providing a source of  income 

for women, in particular. 

Picking and selling berries acted 

as another form of  employment 

for people and families whose 

main source of  income was not 

enough to sustain them.
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Flora
The marsh was an important 

characteristic of  the land’s features 

that did not provide excellent 

farming land, but supported 

breeding grounds that include food 

and protection for animals such 

as birds and marine creatures. The 

grass that covered the marshes 

along the river was important in 

its use for hay to feed the livestock 

that the settlers brought over with 

them to the new world. They 

would also use a dwarf  saline plant 

called marsh samphire and leaves 

of  marsh marigold as nutritional 

additions to salads.
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Contour

The physical location and contour of  Cape Ann lends to winds and breezes coming off  the ocean 

that moderate extreme New England temperatures in the summers and winters. The high levels 

of  moisture in the wind lead to vegetation growth in features that include rocks, ledges, moors, 

marshes, and swamps. The natural growth offers resources for building houses and ships, medicines, 

tanning leathers, making dyes, and coloring fabrics. The great ice age reshaped the surface of  the 

area, wearing away granite to form the river beds, lining up the ridges and valleys, the harbors, and 

creating a general north-south direction of  the cape. The natural harbors on Cape Ann provided 

protection from Nor’easter storms and made it a good location for the development of  fisheries. 
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Connection

While farming was a crucial element in the first stages of  development, Cape Ann was 

more suited to sustain the population by its waters. Transportation was significantly 

quicker, easier, and faster by waterways rather than by land in the North Shore, which 

is why boats were essential and roads came late to the area. Coastal settlements were 

dependent on the sea as many towns had ratios of  seaboard to land surface that resembled 

islands, so the habit of  using the ocean, rivers, brooks, and lakes was a practical necessity.
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Build

Not only did the water provide 

a means of  transportation, it 

also housed a more sustainable 

form of  food for the colonists: 

fish. In order to get to the 

fish the settlers needed boats. 

The sturdy timbers of  locally 

growing white oak were used by 

the colonists in the construction 

of  ships, houses, barns, 

churches, and mills as well as 

barrels and clam baskets that 

all used the natural curves and 

growth rings of  the tree.
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Power

Due to the large supply of  lumber that needed to be cut, the tidal river was used to power the saw mills 

and grist mills. An acre of  land by the river was granted to be used as a public shipyard in Chebacco. 

Shipbuilding required more time than ship repairs, so it was more commonly done on tidal land whose 

high tides could provide sufficient water depth to launch a schooner. The tidal river in Essex provided 

the prime location for a number of  shipyards along the river at one time, and the mouth of  the river is 

not far from Gloucester’s natural harbor that facilitated the development of  wharves for a fishing port.
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Bait

Because of  the tidal river, mud 

flats are exposed twice a day on 

the North Shore. Shellfish, clams 

in particular, are a self-propogating 

crop that can be harvested during 

anytime of  the year at low tide, and 

most likely contributed to a large 

portion of  the food supply. They 

played a large role in the customs 

and diets of  the Native Americans, 

but the settlers tended to only have 

one main use for them. Before 

clams were a major industry for 

food, the settlers used them as a 

source of  bait to catch fish that 

would supplement their attempt at 

an agricultural based food system.
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Salvation
When John Smith first sailed by he observed and insisted that the most profitable aspect of  New 

England lay in its ocean and its main staple is fish. The ground was unable to yield enough crops, so not 

only were fish and clams the salvation of  the early residents, the proximity of  large crops of  codfish 

mixed with the high demand from the Iberian Peninsula, the Caribbean, and the Wine Islands lead to 

New England’s participation in the Atlantic World economy. With trips heading out to the Grand Banks, 

a pressing need for the development of  other industries that go hand in hand with fishing came about.
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Preservation

The ice trade, in particular, enabled 

significant growth in the fishing 

industries. The railroad that ran 

through Essex was crucial to the 

transportation of  ice harvested from 

Chebacco Lake, and developments 

in cold storage allowed for the use 

of  fresh fish in areas far from fishing 

ports. Rather than salt cod, which 

had become famous in Gloucester, 

the industry switched to haddock 

and the development of  practical 

methods for freezing and storing fish 

meant that Americans in the interior 

could now get products that had 

previously been unavailable to them.
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Both the fish and the granite 

industries served as major draws 

to Cape Ann for those looking for 

work in the 19th century. Finnish 

and Scandinavian families came for 

the granite trade, which was used 

in public and commercial buildings 

and jetties. Granite stone makes up 

a large percentage of  the Cape Ann 

landscape and it is of  good texture, 

free from most blemishes, high quality, 

and easily accessible with cheap 

transportation to coastal markets due 

to its proximity to the ocean. The 

granite quarries lured artists, and when 

the granite industry quit, art, tourism, 

and real estate moved in. All were 

attracted by the unusual picturesque 

beauty of  the area.

Beauty


